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and the appeal will not be in vain. Tlie petitions
and responses we have received are only a small
specimen of what we shall have before we get
through. The abuse of Sumner brings back to
my mind the abuse of the Senator by the old
Whig party, ' the lords of the loom and the last/
and the response of the people now begins to re-
semble the responses of the people in former
times."

The effort was not successful in tlie legislature
of 1873. Hon. Willard P. Phillips wrote to Mr.
Whittier on the 20th of March: "The deed
was done yesterday. It is as we feared, but the
whole thing will help Mr. Sumner. What a
triumph for him to be indorsed by sucli names as
were on the petitions ! Of what consequence now
is the vote of the legislature ? " But Mr. Whittier
did not let the matter drop. He brought it before
the next legislature, which by large majorities, in
both houses, annulled the resolutions of censure.
The last letter he wrote to Sumner was to an-
nounce the success of his persistent effort. It was
received not long before Sumner's death, and
gladdened the last days of the dying statesman.
It was in these words: " The record of the Bay
State is now clear. The folly of the extra session
of 1872 is wiped out. I am especially pleased, as,
like Senator Benton on a former occasion, c soli-
tary and alone I set the ball in motion.' "

While the question of rescinding the resolutions
of censure was pending Mr. Whittier wrote an
article which was published in the village paper of
Amesbury, in which he said: " Should the mem-